
definition is the literal mean-
ing of the Greek word. It 
means to change one’s mind. 
However, the second defini-
tion is an indication of how 
the term is used in scripture. 
Context is the most important 
consideration here. Take as 
an example the call for the 
Jews to repent in Acts 2. Con-
sider Peter’s words in verse 
36, “Therefore let all the 
house of Israel know assured-
ly that God has made this Je-
sus, whom you crucified, both 
Lord and Christ.” This accusa-
tion “whom you crucified” 

resonated with his hearers. It 
convicted them. In response, 
we are told “they were cut to 
the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, 
‘Men and brethren, what shall 
we do?’” (37). They believed 
Peter’s words. They believed 
that they were guilty of the 
sin of crucifying the Anointed 
of God. They desired to es-
cape the consequence of their 
sin. 

 

Consider that if the novel po-
sition we are reviewing was 
true it could be said of them 

that they had repented of 
their unbelief. They had been 
convinced by Peter’s words. 
They believed that Jesus was 
the Messiah sent from God. 

 

What would our Baptist friend 
now tell them to do? We 
don’t have to speculate, be-
cause he actually gave me a 
small postcard with the in-
structions written on it…. 

 

[To be continued…] 
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November 17, 2019 

By Stan Cox 

 

I recently had a discussion 
with a young man with a Bap-
tist background, who was ad-
vocating the position that a 
man is saved at the point of 
faith. He used typical argu-
ments that I have heard 
many times before. As we 
talked I asked him if he 
thought repentance was nec-
essary for salvation. 

 

In his absolute opposition to 
the idea God requires any 

acts of obedience (works), 
how did he deal with the Bi-
ble call to repent? His answer 
was interesting. He said, “I 
believe something different 
than you about repentance. 
Nowhere are we called to 
repent of our sins to be 
saved. We are to repent of 
unbelief!” His view is that we 
have to change our mind 
(repent) from unbelief to be-
lief, to be saved. 

 

I did a bit of research to doc-
ument this view, and came 
across a book “Enemies of 

Soul-Winning” written by Dr. 
Jack Hyles (deceased). Hyles 
was an influential figure in 
the Independent Baptist 
movement, and in the fourth 
chapter of his book, titled 
“Misunderstood Repentance 
– An Enemy of Soul Winning” 
he defended this position. 

 

As I understand it, the posi-
tion is based upon two funda-
mental concepts. First, what 
makes a person lost 
(condemned) is not believing 
in Jesus Christ. Consider 
Hyles’ words here: 
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First, we need to find 
what makes one lost. 
Please notice John 3:18, 
“He that believeth on him 
is not condemned: but he 
that believeth not is con-
demned already, because 
he hath not believed in 
the name of the only be-
gotten Son of God.” It is 
very plain in this verse 
what makes a person lost. 
Notice the words, “he that 
believeth not is con-
demned already.” A per-
son who does not believe 
is condemned, so not be-
lieving is what makes a 
person lost. (emphasis 
mine, SC). 

 

Second, the repentance that 
is called for to be saved is not 
repentance from sin, but 
from unbelief. Again, note 
this view in Hyles' own 
words. 

 

If a person were saved by 
good works, then he would 
have to repent of bad 
works, or of not doing good 
works, in order to be saved. 

If a person were saved by 
quitting his sinning, then he 
would have to repent of his 
sinning in order to be 
saved. A person is saved by 
believing, so he repents of 
his unbelief or turns from 
his unbelief in order to be 
saved. 

 

There are those who say we 
have to repent of our sins in 
order to be saved. No, we 
have to repent only of the 
thing that makes us un-
saved, and that is unbelief. 

 

This concept conflates belief 
with repentance. What a per-
son does when he believes is 
a change of mind. Before he 
was not a believer, now he is. 
By becoming a believer, he 
repented of his unbelief. This, 
again is clear from Hyles' pen. 

 

In Acts 16:30 the very sim-
ple question is asked, ‘What 
must I do to be saved?’ This 
is the one time in the Bible 
where this question is 
asked. Now the answer to 
this question must be what 

saves a person. Acts 16:31, 
‘And they said, Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
thou shalt be saved, and thy 
house.’ There’s the answer-
belief. There is nothing 
about repentance here, ex-
cept, yes, there is something 
about repentance, because 
you can’t believe without 
repenting from unbelief. 
(emphasis mine, SC). 

 

It is not a surprise that this 
view comes in part from a 
Calvinistic view of salvation.  
This view denies the concept 
of obedience as necessary to 
salvation. All that is required 
is faith (a trust in the finished 
work of Christ). To say that 
one must repent of his sins is 
to say that man has to do 
something. That equates to 
salvation by works, (in their 
view), and so is invalid. 

 

Answering the Error 

 

This view of repentance is 
novel, superficial, and unsub-
stantiated by the word of 
God. Consider a few simple 
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points that will defeat the 
concept. 

 

First, what makes one lost is 
sin! This was true in the be-
ginning. Adam and Eve en-
joyed fellowship with God 
until sin entered the picture. 
In Genesis 2:16-17, God com-
manded Adam and Eve, “And 
the Lord God commanded 
the man, saying, “Of every 
tree of the garden you may 
freely eat; but of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and 
evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of it you 
shall surely die.” Their diso-
bedience (sin) led them to die 
spiritually when they ate the 
forbidden fruit. 

 

This was true during the Old 
Testament. Isaiah told sinful 
Israel, “Behold, the Lord’s 
hand is not shortened, that it 
cannot save; nor His ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear. 
But your iniquities have sepa-
rated you from your God; and 
your sins have hidden His 
face from you, so that He will 
not hear.” (Isaiah 59:1-2). 

 

This is true today. Consider 
the words of our Lord, “If 
your right eye causes you to 
sin, pluck it out and cast it 
from you; for it is more 
profitable for you that one of 
your members perish, than 
for your whole body to be 
cast into hell. And if your 
right hand causes you to sin, 
cut it off and cast it from you; 
for it is more profitable for 
you that one of your mem-
bers perish, than for your 
whole body to be cast into 
hell” (Matthew 5:29-30). It is 
simple cause and effect. Sin 
separates us from God, and 
brings eternal condemnation. 
Paul explained this to the Ro-
man Christians when he 
wrote, “For when you were 
slaves of sin, you were free in 
regard to righteousness. 
What fruit did you have then 
in the things of which you are 
now ashamed? For the end 
of those things is 
death” (Romans 6:20-21). 

 

So, what is the meaning of 
John 3:18, used as a proof 
text by Hyles and those who 
hold his view of repentance? 
Jesus said, “He who believes 

in Him is not condemned; but 
he who does not believe is 
condemned already, because 
he has not believed in the 
name of the only begotten 
Son of God.” Since faith in 
Jesus is the sole means of 
obtaining salvation, one who 
does not believe is con-
demned.  He is not con-
demned because of unbelief, 
but because of sin! However, 
he will remain in that sin until 
such time that he believes in 
Jesus Christ. This truth is sim-
ple and undeniable. 

 

Second, the concept of re-
pentance, as is required for 
salvation under the new cov-
enant, is repentance from 
sin. Consider first the defini-
tion of the term repent. 

 

Thayer defines the term 
(metanoeo) as:  1) to change 
one’s mind, i.e. to repent. 2) 
to change one’s mind for 
better, heartily to amend 
with abhorrence of one’s 
past sins. 

 

You will note that the first 


